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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to papers filed on December 14, 2005. 



Response to Amendment 

2. In response to applicant's amendment received on December 14, 2005, all requested 
changes to the claims have been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, pages 8-11, filed December 14, 2005, with respect 
to claims 1, 1 1 and 18 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 USC 103(a) 
rejections of claims 1 and 1 1 have been withdrawn. 



4. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed December 14, 2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 3 under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of USPN 6,901,277 to Kaufman et al. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 1, 2 and 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the common characteristic" in lines 15-16. It is indefinite 
as to whether this limitation refers to the first or second common characteristic, or both. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the cover overlay" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC § 102 
6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by USPN 6,901,277 
to Kaufman et al. ("Kaufman"). 

As to claim 3, Kaufman discloses a user interface for the visual display of an image from 
an object under study comprising: 
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A visual display terminal having thereon the image from the object under study (Fig. 9); 

A color overlay on the image as presented on the visual display terminal indicating 
locations on the image that corresponds to tissues of interest (column 16, lines 1 1-20); 

An indicator on the visual display terminal at a location spaced apart from the image 
indicating that the image has the color overlay thereon (Fig. 9, element 118 and column 16, lines 
1 1-20, wherein the overlay color button corresponds to the indicator and when activated the 
button indicates that the image has the color overlay thereon). 

As to claim 4, Kaufman discloses the user interface according to claim 3, wherein the 
cover overlay indicates similar regions of material within the object itself that have been 
identified by a computer analysis of the data collected about the object (column 16, lines 5-20, 
wherein the nodules or other selected tissues correspond to regions). 

As to claim 5, Kaufman discloses the user interface according to claim 4, wherein the 
object is a medical body and similar regions correspond to tissues that have similar 
characteristics (column 4, lines 45-51). 

As to claim 6, Kaufman discloses the user interface according to claim 5, wherein the 
tissue is a type of cancer (column 4, lines 45-51). 
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As to claim 7, Kaufman discloses the user interface according to claim 3, wherein the 
indicator is at a selected location on the visual display terminal to attract the attention of a user 
(Fig. 9, element 118). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1 1-16 and 18-19 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

8. As to claim 11, none of the prior art teach or fairly suggests the limitation "a marking 
associated with each of the images indicating those images which contain a region of interest that 
is similar to the tissue of interest, the marking being spaced from the tissue of interest within 
each respective image wherein the markings has a first form when the tissue of interest indicator 
is selectively turned on and a second form when the tissue of interest indicator is selectively 
turned off", in combination with the other limitations of the claim. The prior art of Kaufman, 
already of record, discloses a identifying a tissue of interest and a tissue of interest indicator 
(column 16, lines 5-20), but does not teach or fairly suggest the limitation described above. 

9. As to claim 18, none of the prior art teach or fairly suggests the limitation "selecting the 
first or second tissue type and placing an analysis status indicator associated with each image 
that contains the selected tissue type", in combination with the other limitations of the claim. 
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The prior art of Komiya, already of record, discloses identifying different tissue types in an 
image set, but does not teach or fairly suggest the limitation described above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

1 1 . Claim 1 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The following is an examiner' s statement of reasons for allowance: 
As to claim 1, none of the prior art teach or fairly suggests the limitation of "the image 
analysis indicator showing the color scale variation corresponding to the different characteristics 
of the data", in combination with the other limitations of the claim. The prior art of Kaufman, 
already of record, discloses a color scale variation on the visual display and an image analysis 
indicator (column 16, lines 5-20), but does not teach or fairly suggest the limitation described 
above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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12. Claims 2 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

USPN 6,466,687 to Uppaluri et al. discloses color overlay. 
USPN 5,293,313 to Cecil et al. discloses color overlay. 
USPN 5,410,250 to Brown discloses color overlay. 
USPN 5,779,634 to Ema et al. discloses color overlay. 
USPN 6,067,371 to Gouge et al. discloses color overlay. 
US 2005/0251021 to Kaufman et al. discloses color overlay. 
US 2003/0016850 to Kaufman et al. discloses color overlay. 
US 2003/0174872 to Chalana et al. discloses color overlay. 
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14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron W. Carter whose telephone number is (571) 272-7445. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am - 4:30 am (Mon. - Fri.). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on (571) 272-7429. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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